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The challenge we had before going to Sweden
was that what we can do to improve the
situation in our own city. Also what we can
learn from the precious days in Nordic
countries like Sweden and Denmark where the
level of education and SDGs movements are
far more developed than Japanese ones. First,
we researched a lot of positive aspects in these
countries and were all overwhelmed with such
advanced systems and policies of government.
For example, the high school we were visiting
had no textbooks but one tablet which has all
the data inside. There are cashless society and
there are some stores where you can’t use cash.
All the information we gathered was like the
future, which made us both thrilled and scared.

Next, what we tried was to look for the weak
point of these advanced-suture-like countries.
If you are overwhelmed too much, you can’t feel
comfortable staying there. We've got to find
their weakness so that we can relieve ourselves
to be proud of our country. Nothing is perfect.
We can find something we have but they don’t
have.

As our research progressed, we found a
sensational weakness of Denmark. In this
program, we would stay two nights in
Copenhagen, Denmark. As most of the people
in the world aware, Copenhagen, and of course
Denmark as well, has been chosen as the most
peaceful city in the world several times.

There, people are treated equally and they
spend their lives happily and comfortably.
However, what we have found was the opposite
fact. It was the BBC News that in May 2018
the Danish government introduced a ban on
face veils in public. The law says “anyone who
wears a garment that hides the face in public
will be punished with a fine.” For example,

a 28-year-old-woman was the first to be
punished by this law. She came to the
attention of police after a fight started
between her and another woman at shopping
center in Copenhagen. The woman was
fined 1000 kroner(US$155) after she refused
to remove her veil. Both women were
charged disturbing the peace.

We thought that this law does not fulfill the
freedom of religion. Especially, Muslim

women. It is the fact that they wear veils not
because they are fashionable but because they
are the religious customs that married women
MUST cover their faces.

With the question of ‘WHY is it possible?’ in
our head, we decided our project.

First, we would absorb as much ‘future’ as
possible and try to apply them to our society in
Japan, Osaka, Sakai City to be exact.

Second, we would ask people in Copenhagen,
Denmark whether the banning face covering in
public is really what they believe as fair and
equal and right.

The following passage are our discoveries and
clues for the sustainable city which we believe
will bring happiness to all the people living
there.



What does the word ‘a Japanese City’ remind
you of? Is it Kyoto, traditional buildings lining
up in a traditional street? Or is it Tokyo, the
trend-making city of skyscrapers?

Let me change the question. What kind of
image do you have when you hear the word ‘a
sustainable city’?

What are your imaginations like?

Beautifully paved streets?  Perfect Security
with public transportations?  Or the society
with cutting-edge technology like the world of
Doraemon? However, what would happen if
the world is trying to fulfill only their
convenience by destroying what people living
there treasure so much?  Each country will
lose its identity, and all the towns will look the
same. That is the last place you want to live,
isn’t it? The town with no identity.

In the picture 1 on the right shows
traditional buildings but are using the latest

This
Electronic

technology. It is cashless payment!
picture is taken in Lund, Sweden.
payments occupying about 98% of payment
there. There are stores that can’t use electronic
payment in Japan, while there are stores we
can’t use cash in Sweden. Very surprising,
indeed. As an example, we tried to buy a cup
of coffee. It was about 400 yen. A strange
thing happened, which seldom happens in
Japan. What do you think happened? They
didn’t take cash. So we couldn't buy it. There
are shops that don’t allow credit card payment

in Japan, while there are shops that only take

credit card payment in Sweden. In addition,
Sweden and Denmark have ideas that are
easier for everyone to live.  No currency
exchange, no rubbery, and easier to carry than
a lot of coins and paper bills. Furthermore, we
saw old people comfortably using the system, so
why can’t we? So the first discovery is the

cashless payment technology.

I

Second, it is the consideration of the city.
When we walked around the city, we found an
all-gender toilet. We visited the Copenhagen
National Museum. There we found all gender
toilets. Can you see something unnatural in
the picture on your right? That's right.

There is no head. Why do you think there’s no
head drawn? The museum staff told us that it
means “Don't judge people by their
appearances, feel the inside by your heart.”

We interpreted the phrase into “people are
people.
Logic is important but it has to be coming from
the heart.”

gender toilets, don’t you feel scared?

How they look doesn’t count really.

By the way, when you hear all
Don’t
worry about it because it has a good security.
There are many transgender people who are
worried about which gender toilets to go in
Japan. However, we thought if all-gender

toilets are set up, this problem will be solved.

MR

ALL GENDER
RESTROOM

Anyone can use this restroom,
regardless of gender identity
Or expression
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Here is the idea. “If there is an all-gender toilet,
I can feel comfortable using it. If there is an all-
gender toilet, PEOPLE in wheelchairs can feel
comfortable using it. If there is an all-gender
toilet, transgender people in the world can feel
comfortable using it. If there is an all-gender
toilet, all the people around the world can feel
comfortable using it. It is an easy solution but
hard infrastructure, however, we believe it is

important for us to make our city sustainable.

Third, sustainable city requires electricity

because it must hold a lot of people’s lives. This
is the picture to prove that this city is really
energy efficient and eco-friendly. Can you see?
See? In the far end of the

picture on the sea, you can see the wind turbines.

Please look closely!

How many turbines are there? Lots of them!!
Europe is strongly influenced by the ocean.
Therefore, the Westerlies blow. Denmark is

using this feature to actively generate wind power.

Wind energy is reusable and Denmark generates
45% of the total electricity with wind turbines.
Today, about one third of the energy in Denmark
is produced with reusable energy andit is trying to
pull up to 50% by the year 2030.
Also by 2050, using fossil fuels will be banned.

Now on the surface of Baltic Sea and North Sea,

huge wind turbines are being built to generate more

electricity with wind. Eco-friendly is the key to
make the city sustainable. Nuclear energy still
has a lot of risks, water energy requires lots of

water and large construction and also has risks to

5

be flooded. Wind, on the other hand, cannot
be used up. We believe it is a great idea.
However, it is effective because of the
westerlies. Denmark’s geographical feature
can produce a lot of energy. How about
Japan? How about Sakai City? What
would be our geographical feature and

climate feature? We will continue searching

I

for it.

[

We went to the UN City in Copenhagen
during this program. The UN City Campus
is one of the most sustainable buildings of its
kind in Scandinavia. Its buildings are
certified by LEED. LEED is an
internationally recognized green building
certification system.

Based on strict standards, you can earn a

specified number of points. It has received
a Platinum LEED certificate. In fact, the
UN City staff told us its projects.
Millennium Development Goal was carried
out over the 15 years period from the year
2000 to 2015. United Nations presented
eight goals such as reductions of the death
rate of babies and infants and the complete
SDG s
was newly made over the 15 years period
from 2015 to 2030. The big gap between
MDGs and SDG s is the economy
problems and the environmental issues.

spread of elementary education.



In addition, this project is not targeted for only
developing countries. One goal is connected to
all. Spreading them around the world can’t be
achieved without the help of private companies.
The slogan “Better Business Better World” was
created in 2015. This allowed private companies
The
hospitals and schools with Wi-Fi were made by
the collaboration of the United Nations and

companies there.

and the United Nations to work together.

Finally, the weak point that we found about
Denmark. We already know that northern
Europe is famous for gender equality, but there’s
one problem. There is a law that prohibiting
What do you think if
We did a

fieldwork in the city about this problem, and we

face coverings in public.
your religion is suddenly denied?

asked people this question, “Do you agree with
the law banning face coverings in public?” with
a handy whiteboard. As a result, there are

When we
asked the reason to those who answered “No.”,

more disagree opinions than agree.

they said to us, “It’s not right to deny someone
else’s religion.” or “It is strange that a person
whose clothes are different from others are
alienated from society and are regarded as
outsiders.” This law actually regulates the
freedom of religion and its value, which are

guaranteed by the bigger laws.

) Tt e e e e e e

So, we think this law will soon disappear.
However, it is not so simple. The government
point of view is that Muslim custom of covering
women’s faces are destroying the freedom of
women. No one should be treated unequally.
This law can be seen as releasing women from
the veils in order to let them express their true
selves. There’s no right or wrong in this, but
we still think that it is wrong for the city to
make a law to punish people only by covering
their faces in public. It is a great experience
for us to talk directly with people in
Copenhagen and made them think with our
question. Also it is a great experience for us to
make our own answer by thinking so hard on

both sides.

Sweden and Denmark, we call them
‘SweDenmark’ with respect, are advanced in
gender equality, preservation of the
environment and fusion of the cutting-edge
technology. So, If we fuse the tradition unique
to the country and the latest technology like
cashless payment, it can maintain the identity
of countries. If there is an all-gender toilet, all
the people around the world can feel
comfortable using it. If we efficiently generate
electricity with renewable energy to fit each
land and climate, we can be environmentally
responsible. We can “spread diversity & gender

equality” to make “sustainable future”.

5 5
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3. EFDRRIRRY—

QUALITY
EDUCATION

Struggles with English Education in Elementary Schools

|

~ Helping Teachers Help Us~ Semboku High School Onaka Miyu Ueno Misaki

Many Elementary teachers are worried about introducing new English Education system...

In 2020, English will become an official subject in Elementary schools. Yet many teachers are not prepared.
Some teachers aren’t confident in their English teaching skills and others don’t have an ALT/NET to help them.

We want to support them!!

We wanted to find a way to help them transition into this new age of English in Japan but...
We found 4 key problems they are facing now:

@ Only 14% of all elementary teachers have taken @ Only 5.4% of teachers have || (3) Many elementary schools and
MEXT’s Elementary English Training an Elementary English license JHS are not connected
[Training Conducted Intensively] [Expection Of 2017] ;
ostec by he brd. | Hostd by thobomr | (o 5-4% So‘mei elgmer)tarv schools associate
education of prefe-|  of education of b s 5% with junior high schools,but it's difficult
ctures,designed cities municipalities )
— : to conduct that kind of support all the
e i o] 65 Committees 575 Committees schools.
The total number of teachers joined 17,965 Peoples 38,821 Peoples 3,923 Peoples
o atee candictod 5 Commi 12 Cor =
LU R The totet number of teachers joined 83 Peoples 34 Peoples 396 Peoples @ Teachers are extremely busy

e 25% Thisis a 24 hour breakdown of an average
[School Training] [Expection Of 2017]

elementary teacher’s day (in hours
The number of implementation of School training Total number of teachers joined From MEXT o v Time at Hime

567,795 Peoples Elementary teachers are not

33,283 Times

= Morning Meetings

14% required to have an English

3
teaching license until recently. & :}”“'”k‘zgi’““e"‘
reak time
: S Many older teachers are nervous Lunch-
Recently, universities in Japan and overseas have started Y : ; P
: 1 0 about learning or teaching ol ik
an Elementary English training course for teachers. Boards of Education ‘ eeting
il 3.5
2 1

afternoon class
Conference

something new.

from around Japan want teachers to go but have only hosted a few events.
Also, teachers are so already busy with other required trainings, so only
14% of all elementary teachers have attended.

= Preparation for
class
Housework*
From MEXT sleeping

Create a Guidebook for all elementary teachers

— = _

Example of a Guidebook lesson It's difficult to grade of student’s speaking skill and takes
too much time to mark a whole class so we made an easy

to use marking sheet.

Who is your hero ?

The students make pairs and have conversations.
Teachers mark the score with marking sheet while
students are talking.

If teachers are too busy to go to the Motivation/

training lectures and do not want to  |[ /& Aggressiveness b caomecssioiTs

get a new teaching license, then let’s || gy e LG Seorconeri O o s
nt

bring the training to them. ro/es

L ing Can'tspeak  Censpeskwith Canspeakwithout Can explain
atal ot aysppot  how to speak

Images

Can't speak Can speak Can speak Can explain
Pronunciation ™ 5 5 with support alone how to speak

P ErIsE-—OENEHL
FBo (NO=FTF £ . ‘Seems not confident
Voice Too small ol Can listen clearly

We can give all teachers a standard
Can tak
wiavs (@ confidently

guidebook from based on current garcod > =
students lessons. e

Future Perspective

We are working towards testing the guidebook as a at local elementary school to research the pros and cons
and improve it. This guidebook is just example, so we want to take many English classes and make many
example lessons for the guidebook.

Reference https://www.efjapan.co.jp/epi/%E3%80%80 D ping and Validating the English i i ale: A Research for English as a Subject
https://osaka-kyoiku.ac.jp/foreducator/renkei/menkyo_english28.html of Elementary Scheols in Japan Michiko Kumada,Toshimitsu Okamura
ministry of education, culture, sports, science and technology "Heisei 29 Nenndo ECC Mr.Matt "Kodomono Eigoni Doumukiauka™
Eigokyouikujushuujyoukyouchousano Kekka" Sakai municipal Fukuizumi Chuou Elementary school Kumiko Torikai
Sakal municipal Fukuizumi Minami Elementary school Semboku nursery school b u Ei i kingd: itaku' Atsushi Okamoto
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A R R T e
English Education in Japan.
~Let's save the teacher of elementary school.~
2731: Osaka Prefectural Semboku High School
Key words: Education, Teacher, School

1. Introduction

Currently, English educational reforms have been promoted because of the educational systems reforms. People
say, however, “It’s difficult to start new English education for elementary school which cannot afford to hire ALT!” “It’s hard
for teachers who don’t have teacher’s licenses of English!” The purpose of our research is to support teachers who are worried
about new English education with our knowledge that we have built up through the project studies.

2. Methods and Results

Nowadays, Japanese elementary school teachers have been swamped with work. They have to do a lot of works
like teaching lunch manners to students, corresponding to guardians ,researching the teaching materials of all subjects.
However, their working time decided by nation is 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. even though they cannot finish their work. Teachers have
to work for free for hours because of their too much works. It’s difficult for teachers to start new English education under
such a circumstance. To support them, some educational reforms have been promoted. For example, some universities conduct
lectures for teachers, but the number of teachers who join the lectures is limited because of their busyness. Also, the number
of teachers who don’t have teacher’s licenses of English is only 5.4 percent, so it might be difficult to conduct advanced
classes for them. Therefore many elementary schools are associated with junior high schools, but it’s hard for all
elementary schools to cooperate with junior high school. We have conducted research to found out the answer to solve this
problem; how elementary school which couldn’t correspond to these three educational reforms can catch up with others. It’s
reference book of guidance. Its advantage is that busy teachers can read reference book anywhere, anytime they want. Aiming
for the improvement of student’s communication skill of English, we mainly include speaking skill lesson in that. In addition,

we made mark seat to make an evaluation of speaking lesson easier.

3. Conclusion

To make these reference book of guidance, we got hints from local elementary school. However, our opportunity
to have our own lesson was only once, so we are not sure whether our lesson was appropriate and meaningful for the
elementary students or not. Still, we will keep working towards using reference book as a test, in order to research the
advantages and problems.

References

http://www.efiapan.co.jp/epi/%E3%80%80/

http://osaka-kyoiku.ac.jp/foreducator/renkei/menkyo ... english28.htm

ministry of education, culture, sports, science and technology

"Heisei 29 Nenndo Eigokyouikujushuujyoukyouchousa no Kekka"

Sakai municipal Fukuizumi Chuou Elementary school / Sakai municipal Fukuizumi Minami Elementary school
Semboku nursery school / Developing and Validating the English SpeakingAnxietyScale:

A Research for English as a Subject of Elementary Schools in Japan

Michiko Kumada,Toshimitsu Okamura/ECC Mr.Matt /"Kodomono Eigoni Doumukiauka"

Kumiko Torikai / "Kensyourensousuru Eigonyuusi speakingdounyuuto minkanitaku" Atsushi Okamoto
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